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The European Parliament, 
- considering that the fundamental rights recognized in the European 
convention on Huma~l Rights must be denied to no-one: 
- noting lhat tens of thousands of persons in the Community are at 
present deprived of their freedoms, as a consequence of the 
applicati0n of preventive detention systems, without having been tried; 
- noting, furthermore, that material conditions in prisons, for both 
convicts ana persons ir. preventive detention, vary enormously from 
one member country to another: 
- noting also that there have recently been frequent demonstrations 
by priso~£rs in several member countries in protest against conditions 
of detention and that there is an alarmingly high suicide rate among 
prisone":"s; 
1. Recommend!; its Legal Affairs Committee, in conjunction with the 
Sub-committee on Human Rights when it has been set up, to make 
every ?Ossible endeavour to present to Parliament, as soon as 
possible and at any rate before the end of 1980, a comprehensive 
report on the condit~on of prisoners in the Community countries; 
2. Recommends the Counc:il of MiniRters of Justice to consider as a matter 
of urgency the desirability of aligning conditions in prisonson the 
most l:.berr~l ~ystem e;rlsting ~n the Community and to give priority 
to this task OVf1r lts work on the European judicial area. 
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